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Focus our attention on ICT based learning: President at IIT Patna 

Convocation 

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee along with the Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri Nitish Kumar and Governor of 
Bihar, Dr. D.Y.Patil addressed the 2nd Convocation of Indian Institute of Technology Patna on October 26, 2013. 
 
During his speech, the president called upon the intellectuals, students and academics to work together to improve the 
quality of education, science, research and development. He advised the students to not only be job-seekers but also 
job providers. Expressing happiness over IIT Patna's consistent endeavour on research and development, he emphasized 
that the institute can be a role model for others. 
 
He said a renewed focus by our engineering institutions towards courses on entrepreneurship is essential for the 
progress of our nation. It is perhaps a kind of commitment to oneself, to one's abilities, to one's persistence and of 
course to one's performance. He was glad to know that IIT Patna is conducting an Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
course for undergraduate students and is proactively nursing their creativity in a dedicated innovation centre. 
 
However, Shri Mukherjee expressed deep concerns over the ranking of Indian universities on a world scale. He 
regretted the fact that not one of the Indian institutes could ever make it to the list of top 200 best places of higher 
learning despite India being the world seat of learning in the ancient era. 
 
On the occasion, the President awarded gold medals, silver medals, three PhD medals and degrees to 89 students of 
the IIT, Patna. The president's gold medal was earned by Abhinav Kohar of Computer Science and Engineering while 
Kshitiz of Electrical received director's gold medal and Ashutosh Kumar of Mechanical Engineering received the silver 
medal. 
 
Noted space scientist Dr K Kasturirangan, Professor C N R Rao (in absentia) and secretary, department of atomic energy, 
Ratan K Sinha, were conferred with distinguished academics award by the President. 
 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and Governor, D.Y. Patil congratulated the degree recipients and hoped that educational 
institution like IIT Patna will revive the past glory of Bihar and provide a platform for growth and prosperity in times to 
come 
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IT-Kharagpur's research on Phailin cyclone. Reports revealed 
 
 The Bay of Bengal cyclone ‘Phailin' originated from a remnant cyclonic circulation over the South China Sea. It reached 
Andaman Sea on 07 October 2013 as a low-pressure area. Moving in the northwesterly direction, it intensified into a 
cyclonic storm at 17:30 UTC 09 October. It continued to move in the same direction and rapidly intensified into a very 
severe cyclonic storm on 10 October and it became equivalent to a Category-5 hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson scale on 
11 October. It crossed east coast of India near Gopalpur, Odisha on 12th October around 2230 IST on 12 October 2013 
night with maximum sustained wind speed of about 200 Km h-1 and gust speed of 220 km h-1 . It caused substantial 
damage in the states of Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) was closely monitoring 
the movement of Phailin with advisory bulletins issued in a timely manner. The biggest evacuation effort of the past 23 
years by the Odisha State government and National Disaster Response Force teams had saved loss of human life. The 
evacuation efforts include shifting human population from the coastal areas of Ganjam, Puri and Jagatsinghpur districts 
of Orissa. 
 
Read more at: http://education.oneindia.in/news/2013/10/31/iit-kharagpurs-research-on-phailin-cyclone-reports-
revealed-007297.html 
 
 

 

IIT-B ties up with Washington University to offer EMBA  

 
The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay and Washington University will now offer a joint Executive MBA 

programme  

 

A joint Executive MBA (EMBA) programme will now be offered by the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Bombay (IIT-B) and Washington University, St Louis. The course will be offered at the Shailesh J Mehta 

School of Management, IIT-B from January 2015 in  collaboration with the Olin School of Business, WUSTL. 

The decision to offer a joint EMBA was made at the ongoing IIT-B-WUSTL Corporate Leaders Conclave at St 

Louis. Faculty from Olin School of Business will also be available for the course.  

Devang Khakhar, director, IIT-B  has stated to the media “IIT Bombay and WUSTL have active research 

collaborations in areas related to energy and environment. The Corporate Conclave, in which several corporate 

leaders and distinguished alumni of IIT Bombay participated, marked the initiation of a corporate alliance to 

support this partnership. The joint research seeks to address global problems by bringing together the 

outstanding faculty members and students of these two eminent institutions, along with the industry,” . 

IIT Bombay spoke at a session on ‘Entrepreneurship and Innovation: R&D Technology Park’ at the Conclave 

saying that it will establish a Research Park within its campus. The research park will carry out cutting edge 

research in the areas of concern to the Indian society and will be owned and operated by the Institute with the 

support of the Indian Government. Companies will be allowed to use the scientific and technical expertise 

available with the faculty members of IIT Bombay. 

(http://www.edu-leaders.com/content/iit-b-ties-washington-university-offer-emba) 
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